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RE: 404 Assumption
State of Florida

Dar Administrator Whesler,

Thank vou for mesting with %@ammf Valensiein of the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection ansd his team during their recent visit to your offices, U'd also ke to extond my gratitude 10 vou
and the LLS, Environmental Protection Agency for your commitment fo cooperative federalism and
empowering states to take o leading role in protecting their natural resourses.  Your commitment o
conperative federalism will pave the way for more efficient permitting processes, reduction of cists,
conservation of resources and, most importantly, enhanced protection for Florida's wetlands thwough a
delegated 404 program.

At the voot of our states desire o operate the 404 program is a passion for prote g and restoring
Florida’s environment. Not only do cur natural resources provide treasured sanctuaries for humans and
wildite alike, they also serve as the foundativn and framework of Florida's egonony. 1135 for this regson
that we an mﬂicaﬂa‘rh‘ excited about the 404 program. State assumption will grant more localized control

over our ecologial communities allowing FDEP's capable and passionate staff to administer a program
thit will be just as steingent, i€ ol more stringent than, the federal government's EXRIZNE program.

However, it is oritical that in assuming any federal program, Florida recognizes that it shuuld
provide the same environmental protections as the federal government. One fssue of concern relates 1o the
profections of mdan&m&i species under the Endangered Species Aot and the suthorization of Florida w
provide the same protections as the federal government. A clear path to providing Endangered Species Act
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protections is currently a barrier to Florida™s wssumption as well as any other interested state. As such, |
eneoursge vou o provide a clear and timely roadmap to résolving this issue that allows Florida and other
y fully assume the 404 program and ﬁmz‘s:;w;%‘v protect their environment. { encourage you to consider
ong of Hmzdfi 5 already subrmitted sungest

ions on how this issue can be resolved,

With the support of EPA, Florida would be the Brst state in decades 10 take over the 404-permitting
program, and anly the thind state o do so. Furthermore, a complete assumption that includes allowing
Florida the ability to fully wtilize the Endangersd Species Act as part of thedr assumption will provide 2
roadmap for other states to assume the program o,

Your support is invaluahle as we strive W protect Florida together and inoriase the safeguands for
Florida’s natural resources. The assumption of the 404 Program will also allow for Florida to work gven
mere closely with our Federal partners for the restoration and preservation of our natural environment, We
appreciate you working closely with FDEP 1o make 404 assumption a reality in Florida and hope we can
achiove a onick resolution W this malter.

e Holly &aw{;;ﬁ’{' -

State Representative
Dhistrict 120

CC: Secretary Noah Valenstein
O Representative Toby Overdor!
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